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?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..So she opened the door to him and
brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her.
Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find
nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling
the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of
wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that
had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to
their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,'
answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they
sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes
and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as
shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close
thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute,
tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take;
to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil; They hit and
never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for
that, in very deed,.The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to
the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly
return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of
the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77)
with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas
the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of
the Arabs."."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be
tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May
God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou
aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.When the king heard this, he was certified that the
youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to
death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son,
whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city
and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the
folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon
him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and
rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..? ?
? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..As an instance of the extreme
looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards
appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two
learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press
would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation
a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the
text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse,
contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had
the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look
over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? Were my
affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued
the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth
thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".Abbas
(El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and
wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a
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physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their
affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..When the
youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said
to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to
me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said
the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that
ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to
the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed
him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the
gibbet..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray,
wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh,
sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the
Tortoises dcxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..He found it every
way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the
measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also
seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat
and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes
cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated.
So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and
kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..There was once, of old days and in bygone
ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan,
who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might
and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a
long space of time..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the
Cripple dccccx.? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..God keep the days
of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.The Khalif smiled and
said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O
Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is
it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered
the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with
me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a
piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to
send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".? ? ? ? ? i
The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who
caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller
and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by
Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all
that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book
came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life,
for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of
Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of
God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..The company marvelled at this story
with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..When the
vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made
answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A
while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he
slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the
latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now
this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that
which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the
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vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate
anything, it profited him not..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the
Sexes dclxxxiii.So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and
there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in
our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul
was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I
beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".When
the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said,
'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me
but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against
Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was
like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought
hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king
might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his
former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known
from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the
perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that
wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and
forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified
above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to
twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are
three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and
denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his
favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ?
? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Women's Craft, ii. 287..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done!
Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O
Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.There
was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode
in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said
to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so
we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth
against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it
revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not
[to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth
evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.Vizier's
Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the
neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth
she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after
her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself
to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of]
whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be
content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till
drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed
girls and boys of Paradise.".King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? The best of
all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar
commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the
folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and
small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his
brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told
him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and
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histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to
wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the
means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night
with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".?STORY
OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and
Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no
way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er
Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself
before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send
for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him
and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's
enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him
of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him
hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by
name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of
great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that
thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the
prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect
answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for
succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye
have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy
clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And
the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.59. El
Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its
seductive air..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.When the evening
evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.? ?
? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.When the king heard these words, he abode in
perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him
to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM
THE ARABIC".Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we
caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is
none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my
brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not
of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and
that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif
laughed and hid his laughter..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..When came the night, the king
summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er
Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along
with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that
welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came
to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he
entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they
marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..27. Alaeddin
Abou es Shamat dxx.? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and
decay..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me
than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he
may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose
and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish
is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to
me than any [husband].'.Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim,
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took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she
threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with
somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the
most solaceful of life till the morrow..Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el
Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her,
"O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that
which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon
this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description;
wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for
indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy
trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust
and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.'
When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared
for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.115. The
Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a
building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to
strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his
troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in
them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued
Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed
God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a
vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this
dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a
hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword;
and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and
denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his
Fair Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.STORY OF THE
PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what
shall be, ii. 231..? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.One day the Commander of the Faithful
bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he
rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and
deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech
and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put
her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering
into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with
an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him
with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou
been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord,"
answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to
last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him,
As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her
speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to
the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that
which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the
folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of
His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she
and her sister Dinarzad..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..112.
Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.Now this (155) was the francolin that
bore witness against him.'.Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.A certain wealthy merchant had
a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a
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carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other
excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but
he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I
will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words
angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and
therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit
to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth
of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but
bore with patience that which betided him..When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul
prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes
fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum
of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of
that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be
peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes,
so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..56.
El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el
Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits
pomegranates (136) that doth bear..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode
there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me,
"Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's
favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up
my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of
neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in
the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and
falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force;
and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me
by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy
patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and
there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..? ?
? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she
found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and
there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in
her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and
[other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after
which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls
and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..When the
king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the
former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a
stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these
perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste
to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his
term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish,
and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..Full
many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he
saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee
that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have
thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:
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