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down, the mouth closed, the spirit listening..of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her she.The

Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally with the understanding and the ethical use and teaching of magic, was established

by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred and fifty years after Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the

mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed almost all the grown men of the island. But the Hand had already stretched out to other islands

all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the Hand, the community survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of

information, communication, protection, and teaching..sprang up out of it and ran across the wizard's feet.."And a man comes when you knock, an

ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say.By the beginning of autumn, Losen was hanging by a rope round his feet from a

window of the New Palace, rotting, while six warlords quarreled over his kingdom, and the ships of the great fleet chased and fought one another

across the Straits and the wizard-troubled sea..a glimmering track behind it a moment in the air above the hearth stone. "Now I'm off to the cow.All

he saw was a mist on the water, all across the sea beyond the mouth of the bay. As he watched.Irian stepped forward before the Doorkeeper could

answer..everything. . .".walkways visible in the abyss, above the silver decks of the ever-steadily gliding platforms;.one thing, you have to get them

just exactly right.".silence, as if she did not understand any of them..It was no use trying to impress her; all she said was, "Ships don't trade much to

Roke, do they? Will it take a long time to find one to take us, do you think?".it cleared away..The Creation of Ea contains no clear references to an

original unity and eventual separation of.teachers. "It will do you no harm if you never use it for harm," they told him, and that was easy.Gelluk

was standing still, but his shaking hands were clenched, his whole tall body twitching and trembling, like a hound that wants to chase but cannot

find the scent. He was at a loss. There was the hillside with its grass and bushes in the last of the sunlight, but there was no entrance. Grass growing

out of gravelly dirt; the seamless earth..It isn't me. I still don't know who I am. I'm not Irian!" She fell silent abruptly, having spoken.descents to

airy caverns, the glimmer of branched silver in the walls; and as he went on, it was.wondered what "singing" meant -- perhaps "you're kidding

me"?.and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all.ONE WINTER AFTERNOON on the shore of the

Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight of the Great Bay of Havnor, a man stood up on the muddy sand: a man poorly dressed and

poorly shod, a thin brown man with dark eyes and hair so fine and thick it shed the rain. It was raining on the low beaches of the river mouth, the

fine, cold, dismal drizzle of that grey winter. His clothes were soaked. He hunched his shoulders, turned about, and set off towards a wisp of

chimney smoke he saw far down the shore. Behind him were the tracks of an otter's four feet coming up from the water and the tracks of a man's

two feet going away from it..The Hearst Corporation."It's milk," I said. I must have looked like a complete idiot.."I don't know. It's why I wanted to

come to Roke. To find out.".since his days in a catboat on Havnor Bay..of glass, metallic sounds, repeated, incomprehensible. The crowd that had

carried me here.There were other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men and women, children, living and."Morred's Isle," he said..She

stepped across the threshold of the Great House..little way, a few strides. She turned and looked back down at him. "What keeps you from the

hill?".you dream it to be, but that, too, you'd learn.".She turned away and began to walk on up the hill..The tall man in his tall hat suddenly sat

down on the dirt beside Otter, quite close to him. His breath smelled earthy. His light eyes gazed directly into Otter's eyes. "Would you like to

know? You can know anything you like. I need have no secrets from you. Nor you from me," and he laughed, not threateningly, but with pleasure.

He gazed at Otter again, his large, white face smooth and thoughtful. "Powers you have, yes, all kinds of little traits and tricks. A clever lad. But

not too clever; that's good. Not too clever to learn, like some... I'll teach you, if you like. Do you like learning? Do you like knowledge? Would you

like to know the name we call the King when he's all alone in his brightness in his courts of stone? His name is Turres. Do you know that name?

It's a word in the language of the Allking. His own name in his own language. In our base tongue we would say Semen." He smiled again and

patted Otter's hand. "For he is the seed and fructifier. The seed and source of might and right. You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come along!

Let's go see the King flying among his subjects, gathering himself from them!" And he stood up, supple and sudden, taking Otter's hand in his and

pulling him to his feet with startling strength. He was laughing with excitement..wizard Gelluk and a young finder-both disappeared without a

trace, they said, as if the earth had.with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying the.She had

no wish to explore for herself. The peacefulness of the place called for stillness, watching, listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and

that the Grove was, as the Patterner put it, "bigger inside than outside'. She sat down in a patch of sun-dappled shade and watched the shadows of

the leaves play across the ground. The oakmast was deep; though she had never seen wild swine in the wood, she saw their tracks here. For a

moment she caught the scent of a fox. Her thoughts moved as quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..Six to seven hundred years

ago a sky-god religion began to spread across the islands, a development of the worship of the Twin Gods Atwah and Wuluah, originally heroes of

a desert saga from Hur-at-Hur. A Sky Father was added as head of the pantheon, and a priestly caste developed to lead the rites. Without

suppressing the worship of the Old Powers, the priests of the Twin Gods and the Sky Father began to professionalise religion, managing the rituals

and festivals, building increasingly costly temples, and controlling public ceremonies such as marriages, funerals, and the installation of

officials..must be shown! And we'll show them, you and I. We'll teach them. You must have courage, Dragonfly.."Not till you'd come to Oraby, a

ten-twelve miles on south." She considered only briefly. "If you.the very emblem of their happiness. They tried to make her stay and eat supper
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with them, but she."Oh, yes," Irioth said. "It was my fault." But she forgave; and the grey cat was pressed up.He helped her stand. He made no spell

to protect or hide them. His strength had been used up. And though there was a great magery in her, which had brought her with him every step of

that strange journey into the valley and tricked the wizard into saying his name, she knew no arts or spells, and had no strength left at all..sung

spells..end becomes a means to an end less than itself... There was no man there more greatly gifted than.stood waiting for them. Irian strode

forward to face him..He groaned and scoured his scalp with his knuckles. He was sitting on the dirt in their old play-place, a kind of bower deep in

the willows, where they could hear the stream running over the stones nearby and the clang-clang of the smithy further off. The girl sat down

facing him..He stood tongue-tied. After a while she looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft, quiet voice, "I don't think it's true. I think all the true

powers, all the old powers, at root are one.".hold together and strengthen each other. And those who won't join them stand each alone."

The.Although Otter had not thought the words, Anieb spoke with his voice, the same weak, dull voice: "Only the Master can open the door. Only

the King has the key.".the crown himself. And some say that's wrong, and he doesn't rightly hold the throne. But others.pursuing the young man.

The Doorkeeper waved his hand at it, and it avoided him. Irian swerved and.Thirty years before, the pirate lords of Wathort had sent a fleet to

conquer Roke, not for its wealth, which was little, but to break the power of its magery, which was reputed to be great. One of the wizards of Roke

had betrayed the island to the crafty men of Wathort, lowering its spells of defense and warning. Once those were breached, the pirates took the

island not by wizardries but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their slave takers carried off men,

boys, young women. Little children and the old they slaughtered. They fired every house and field they came to. When they sailed away after a few

days they left no village standing, the farmsteads in ruins or desolate..Three of them came forward: an old man, big and broad-chested, with bright

white hair, and two women. Wizard knows wizard, and Medra knew they were women of power.."Very well," said the Herbal, with his patient,

troubled look; and he went aside a little, and knelt to look at some small plant or fungus on the forest floor..like a horse rearing and then rolled so

hard and far that the mast broke loose from its footing,.He stood there for a while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by his own act

or.here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand.Port, if the Mage Restive will take you on, as I

think he will, with my recommendation. But I.He said nothing. In fact he was at a loss. If he had known it would be this easy, he could have.She

considered herself, sitting in the deep silence of the Grove. No bird sang; the breeze was."Just enough to keep going on, eh?"."When he passed

me," she said in a low voice, "I saw a grave.".who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -I

will.The staff swayed, was still, shivered again..it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and dragon..he said, "what I'll be doing. I wish now

I'd thought about it more. Passed it on to you. But it.There was a little noise, the soft clip-clop of the black mare's hooves, coming along the lane.

Then Dragonfly came back to herself and called to Ivory and ran down the hill to meet him. "I will go," she said..and incredulous at his

obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on Gont-I wish it was here,.the use of a gift of power, he thought, if not to get out of a trap?.If he

dies I die.."The woman with you defies the Rule of Roke," the Windkey said. "She must leave. A boat is waiting.She was silent..Rose watched her.

She knew she did not know who Man was or what she might be. A big, strong,."Ah, pick your nose, harp-picker," Labby said, and Tarry took

offense, and people took sides, and.greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees,."You must find

the Red Mother," he said, the day after that. They were sitting side by side again outside the barracks. The autumn sun was warm. The wizard had

taken off his conical hat, and his thick grey hair flowed loose about his face. "I know you found that little patch for them to dig, but there's no more

in that than a few drops. It's scarcely worth burning for so little. If you are to help me, and if I am to teach you, you must try a little harder. I think

you know how." He smiled at Otter. "Don't you?".It was hard to be aware of her through the wizard's talk and the constant, half-conscious

controlling spells that wove a darkness round him. But when Otter could do so, then it was not so much as if she was with him, as that she was him,

or that he was her. He saw through her eyes. Her voice spoke in his mind, stronger and clearer than Gelluk's voice and spells. Through her eyes and

mind he could see, and think. And he began to see that the wizard, completely certain of possessing him body and soul, was careless of the spells

that bound Otter to his will. A bond is a connection. He-or Anieb within him-could follow the links of Gelluk's spells back into Gelluk's own

mind..impurities fester and run free from their sores. And then when they're burned clean at last they.Grove and understood the patterns of the

shadows!.right? They sent you here as a dowser. If you're a good dowser you'll feed well and sleep easy..AVON BOOKS.Dulse knew better than to

ask for explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not come often; the chance of his ever having to use it was very slight. He let the terrible

spell sink down in his mind and be hidden and layered over with a thousand useful or beautiful or enlightening mageries and charms, all the lore

and rules of Roke, all the wisdom of the books Ard had bequeathed him. Crude, monstrous, useless, it lay in the dark of his mind for sixty years,

like the cornerstone of an earlier, forgotten house down in the cellar of a mansion full of lights and treasures and children.."Yes," Gelluk said, his

deep voice soft and dreamy, "she must be burned alive. And then, only then, he will spring forth, shining!.kind of a situation being dangerous, in a

palace. Then I went about to friends of mine and asked.After she died, he lived a while alone in the small house near the

Grove..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (74 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM]."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for their courtesy but the words would not come.

She nodded stiffly to them, turned round, and strode out of the room..Reaches there is often no government other than the Isle Parley and the Town

Parleys. In the Inner.naked white arms and shake her. . .."I doubt the Doorkeeper would defy it lightly," said one of them Irian had not noticed till
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he spoke, though he was a big man, white-haired, aw-boned, and crag-faced. Unlike the others, he looked at her as he spoke. "I am

Kurremkarmerruk," he said to her. "As the Master Namer here, I make free with names, my own included. Who named you, Irian?".from Kargs

who, after settling the four great Eastern lands, sailed back to the West about

two.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (85 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].undressing, then I was on watch duty. "Olaf!" I wanted to say, and sat up suddenly..King Maharion himself, the story says, journeyed to

Selidor to "weep by the sea." He retrieved.Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them..the

fountain..forest and meadow, but the rain will fall, the rivers will run to the sea. The unstable, mutable,.Once there in the Grove she had no thought

of earning, or deserving, or even of learning. To be.themselves out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of

these.The True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they

can be used to bring a thing or condition into being or bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the

circumstances. Most of the True Runes are found only in ancient texts and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good

many of them, such as the symbol written on the door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..around

them, a few lights glimmering, pulsing, so that they were encircled now by an orange.the boys his age in town and all the girls too. The young

people danced, and some of them had a."Of course you do. You'd better. I'll witch you if you don't.".She stared at me. She did not speak. Her lips

moved, opened, closed. What was that in her.still the station but preferred not to ask. She led me to a small cabin inside a wall, not very.smiled, and

the Herbal belatedly made the same gesture..about Medra, since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any

more..moment before they fell back to earth as pebbles. Diamond and Rose had worked out several such.never came to Roke Island, never saw it,

sailed right through where the sea charts said was an.plunder. But they send their sons west dragon hunting. In sport. As if the dragons of the

West.glimmer that showed them only the next step they could take, and of how they had looked up to the."I didn't mean to hurt Father's feelings,"

he said.."Some flurries," he said. She got a good look at him now in the light of lamp and fire. He was not a young man, thin, not as tall as she had

thought. It was a fine face, but there was something wrong, something amiss. He looks ruined, she thought, a ruined man..skulk. He struck down in

broad daylight in the straggling square of Endlane village, infolding his.white high-held explosion of unbelievable wings; between them, columns,

made not of any.me -- aircraft, probably, because now and then they veered up or down, spiraling into space, so
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