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39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who

denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture,

said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where

was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the

king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him,

and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of

riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of

Hind and he also heard of him..WOMEN'S CRAFT..? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? So hath the

Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our

foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I

set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to

one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the

killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and

cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from

sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst

sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to

prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon

she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..First Officer's Story, The, ii.

122..Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..Then

she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to

him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the

fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering

her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of

Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my

device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will

abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers,

doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.So the young man

went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between

them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and

night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his

house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me

the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man

hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have

thee be present with him.".So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no

blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller

dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast

him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness

that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's

sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The

highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.8. Ali ben

Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came

to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw

him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to

proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly

manners and qualities..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not

thy soul..After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of

thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the

whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at
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a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard]

and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea,

under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did

what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez

Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To

bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.? ?

? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of

cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story

xxxi.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him

and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me

truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am

nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that

haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..Now the merchant's wife

aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she

knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with

thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the

constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee

verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him,

saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness

before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to

the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto."."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of

understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king

and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So

he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news

of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our

allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at

thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person

and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do

thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he

addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he

committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and

flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before

him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be

silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together

against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is

presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By

Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun

cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about

him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou

hast done well, O cavalier.'.Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? Would God

upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full

of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..How long will ye admonished be, without

avail or heed? iii. 40..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them

before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a

weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for

their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave

of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight

and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine

enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my

daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a present..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou
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canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant

of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook

answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while

the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her

Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232)

dcxlvi.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14)

aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and

unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her

chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she

took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.The Second Night of the Month.On this wise they abode

till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The

Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him

to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace

betwixt heaven and earth.".Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay

not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous

than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away

her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I

rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Fair patience practise, for

thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her

veil; They hit and never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.So he fell to

resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart,

and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory

and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all

the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and

open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood;

so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is

none Can stand to us instead of thee..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and

beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.Then she arose and going in to the king, found

him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed,

O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth

thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and

thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he,

'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware

of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my

mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.Quoth En Numan,

"What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What

is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became

a Christian. (174).Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.'

Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor.Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of

the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news

of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for

departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are

gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of

the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the

mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear

unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him,

we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me

[first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come

home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the
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appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a

great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding

fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open

not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am

affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy

door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas

cccxxxviii.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and

whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain

place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode

alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I

dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and

reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to

rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it

entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.The

company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of

strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with

ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and

sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining

them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was

minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him

of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when

he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth

the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of

God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were

bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose

high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah,

this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight,

and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her,

'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing

lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this

barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder

slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither

and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by

God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.So, when they

entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the

custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them

and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the

viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and

loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me;

so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of

death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be

strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".Now the king

of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to

seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king

of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy

heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest;

but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son;

and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and]

is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain

would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with
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"Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.At daybreak, my friend returned and

opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs

excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set

before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179)

When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them

eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question,

and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I

prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce

in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in

resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the

people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown

my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the

prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he

took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the

door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence

till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose

throat they were about to cut..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and

said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61)

Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad,

for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of

the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed

by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment

and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?'

asked Jesus, and the other said,.Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken

many a heart among the amorous race.".The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right

goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he

awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing

the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I

am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O

trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with

the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who

reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out

from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and

the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined

the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the

Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..? ? ? ? ? Except I be

appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up

came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast

bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass

and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought

and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined

and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him],

and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary

of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and

dispersed..One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and

clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled

them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to

their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and

clapped them in prison..Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and

bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what
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had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose

thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose

thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting

down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set

her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I

am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place,

whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then

said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning

her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from

her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to

them, 'Protection!'.Solomon, David and, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many

an eye..Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed,

thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O

Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?

k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come

thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a

nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that

he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and

the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head

liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's

Story dccccxxxviii.They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and

recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled

with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the

treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast

us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.When the king

heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to

spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they

should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up

unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and

acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he

had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes

and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be

two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the

discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel

of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".? ? ? ? ? h. The

Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm,

leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst

with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of

the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the

Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating

him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them.

They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast

of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.Now he had a nurse, a

foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with

questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer.

However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she

would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her

son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O

my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they

will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved
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by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth.

Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most

High.'.? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and

found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to

her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls

and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his

love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took

the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with

knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn

is he..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Quoth the king, "Belike, if I

hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have

expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii.

65..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set

out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the

hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered;

wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently

fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we

shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and

drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the

boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from

death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ?

Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..Presently, it chanced that

an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and

Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who

fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this

is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.'

Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered

Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is

in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed

aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred

thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful

flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him

and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast

defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most

High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed

to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what

remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When

I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares

in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the

might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The

judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said

to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee

and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By

Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then

he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.Bihkerd, Story of King,

i. 121..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women

and Viziers dcccxciz.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which

he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth

here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the
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king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to

outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a

company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook

themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see

what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what

wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son

and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..Now he feared [to return to

the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I

would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the

market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and

replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out

together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.28.

Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).So he sat down at the

sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy

grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet,

thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest.

[However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed

himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El

Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red

and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.73. The Miller and

his Wife ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and

benign;.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister

Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and

indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for

thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that

which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in

the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit

drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down

to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if

Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are

therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his

troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship

from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein,

together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to

the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he

might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake

his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to

his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to

the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God

with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that

which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain

(116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in

affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of

Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.Then the rest of the

women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised

a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its

greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not

as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and

he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he

saw him not, and laughed.
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